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1 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either of Moore (see Table II) or Koike et al (see columns 3 and 4 and Table 2 therein) 
in view of either of Ahlbrecht et al and Diesslin et al. 

Either primary reference discloses the basic claimed plastic optical transmission 
medium and method of making same by employing an additive which modifies the 
refractive index of the polymeric material making up the medium, the primary references 
essentially lacking a teaching of the instant perfluoro monocarboxylic acid methyl 
esters. Each of the secondary references discloses the formation of the instant esters 
and their subsequent polymerization. Note in particular that the secondary references 
each disclose that the instant esters have low refractive indices. See Ahlbrecht et al, 
column 2, line 17 and column 4, lines 54-56 and Diesslin et al, the passage bridging 
columns 6 and 7. Based on the teaching of the secondary references, one of ordinary 
skill in this art would have known that the instant compounds are low refractive index 
compounds. Further, it is respectfully submitted that one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have employed them in the processes of either of the primary references when 
desiring a suitable low refractive index modifier. It is within the skill level of the art to. 
pick and choose suitable materials based on their known properties and it is readily 
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apparent that the general instant methyl esters are known for their low refractive index 
property. Note also that the primary references provide merely a partial listing of 
organic compounds that would be used for the additive. See Moore, column 10, lines 
74-75 ("contains a partial listing") and Koike et al. column 3, lines 30-35 ("materials not 
limited to the compounds listed"). Of course, it would not be practical to list all the 
compounds that one of ordinary skill in the art would/could use as the additive to modify 
the refractive index. However, that in no way indicates that the instant claims are 
patentable, and in fact would indicate exactly the opposite. 

2,Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 5761 272-1 176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot Mathleu D. Vargot 

January 28, 2007 Primary Examiner 
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